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time, which will save both inconvenience and expense. About
three months ago, a Deputy Collector, who thought his travel-
ling was over till next season, asked me not to send him out
in a particular duty in which he had acquired special experience,
unless it was absolutely necessary, because he could not afford
to spend more than his travelling allowance, and no *' roughing
it " would enable him to travel on that. And this statement
has been repeatedly confirmed by other officers. Moreover,
there is no knowing were it will end. There is no reason, as
there would be in European countries, why even the existing
exorbitant prices should not be doubled at any moment.

66 ]0. Respectable persons who must themselves travel in a
palkee, with luggage, &c., on carts, complain very much at the
way they are fleeced.

** 11. The Government policy is not appreciated by any class ;
the general public simply regard the absolute power in these
matters (for the principle of competition never comes into play)
vested in the labouring classes as an instance of our weakness
and bad government, And the classes who profit have as little
respect for it as those who suffer by it.

" 12. With regard to the fourth point, my reply must entire-
ly depend on the meaning of the words '* sound principles."
If they mean that the principles of free trade, as applied to
bearers, carts, and cooties, are to remain in as full force as
in England, thea there is no remedy. The lower classes of
natives hate organisation rather more than the upper and
middle classes hate it; but perhaps the foregoing paragraphs
may, on the face of them, show the impossibility of any or-
ganization, or anything like a ** service'* being established in
this division under the present system.

" 13, I trust, however, that the words " sound principles"
do not necessarily, and under all circumstances, involve the
conditions adverted to in the last paragraph, and that 1 may he
permitted to question the soundness of applying such condi-
tions and principles to the people of all countries alike, regard-
less of differences in religion, customs, habits, and circum-
stances.

" 14, If the principle of free trade were fully applicable to
this country even in matters coining most strictly under the
term, viz., in the trade of the staple of vice, then under the
facilities afforded by Government in the way of advertising
prices, &a, and the special attention drawn to the subject, it
would have answered in the case of the Qrissa famine, where-